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CHARTER OF THE ATL NATIONAL SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY GROUP


SCOPE


The National Scientific Advisory Group of Animal Therapies LTD (ATL) provides two major functions within the organisation: (1) Maintaining the appropriateness and currency of ATL's Code of Ethics and Australian Code of Conduct for the Animal-Assisted Services Sector, and (2) Providing scientific advice to the ATL Board and ATL's members concerning the standards within the aforementioned codes. 


MEMBERSHIP


Members of the National Scientific Advisory Group are elected by the ATL Board in consultation with the Chair.


Members are elected on the basis of academic qualification and sector knowledge, and should preferrably hold current Researcher membership of ATL. 


ACTIVITIES


Members of the National Scientific Advisory Group respond to inbound queries received through a dedicated email address on an adhoc basis, as communications are received. 


Members of the National Scientific Advisory Group meet on an annual basis to review the current codes and will construct updated versions for the Board's ratification based on new developments in the research literature, as well as feedback received throughout the year from ATL members. 


RESOURCES


COMMUNICATION


The Chair of the National Scientific Advisory Group is elected by, and reports to, the ATL Board.


Members must have no financial or commercial interest in the animal-assisted services sector.


Group membership is revised on an annual basis, with no minimum or maximum terms enforced.


A quorum is considered to be the Chair in addition to 3 members.


Members of the National Scientific Advisory Group receive no renumeration for their services to ATL, which are provided pro-bono. 


The Chair of the National Scientific Advisory Group may apply to the ATL Board to fund special projects, should the need arise.


The National Scientific Advisory Group may be contacted via email: aasadvisorygroup@gmail.com
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